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Story by Alison Plummer

Perfect for small group celebrations, conferences
or convivial gatherings of like-minded friends,
Noonaweena is a contemporary property with
commanding bush views and a relaxing quality that
can best be described as a wonderful sense of place.

theNoonaweena
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F inding a unique venue of the right size for a small
celebration, conference or country wedding can be
challenging to say the least. However, with its eight
bedrooms and flexible entertaining spaces,Noonaweena

has been designed to be large enough to accommodate up to
16 people, yet is small enough to retain the atmosphere of a
comfortable and welcoming country house.

Only a 45 minute drive from Hornsby and 30 minutes from
the Central Coast, this boomerang-shaped haven is set in
extensive gardens in a bushland setting above the Peat’s Ridge
to Wollombi road with distant views of successive ridgelines

unfolding acrossYengo National Park. Guests arriving here in
daylight can appreciate the sensational vistas immediately,while
those arriving after dark find the driveway and gardens
illuminated by the welcoming glow of hundreds of twinkling
lights.

Noonaweena is an Aboriginal word meaning “resting place
in the bush” and guests frequently comment on the feeling of
peace and the restful atmosphere. In addition to the natural feel
of the place, the design of the property also offers guests every
opportunity to relax. There are several spacious and flexible
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“Noonaweena is an Aboriginal
word meaning ‘resting place in the bush’ –
in fact, guests frequently comment on its

peaceful and restful atmosphere.”

kitchen allows
larger groups, such as wedding parties, to be easily catered for
on site. The property has also hosted a number of food and
wine events, with groups of like-minded people using the
facilities to showcase their cooking skills. No matter who does
the cooking, dining at Noonaweena is a great experience,
whether it’s in the dining room with its superb views across the
national park, or in the pretty breakfast room.There are also
facilities for poolside dining, plus the large summerhouse in the
garden is equipped with a barbeque, which creates a perfect
place for guests to gather for lunch.

Noonaweena has many special attributes, but occupying
pride of place are the heated freshwater horizon swimming
pool and the luxurious 12 person spa pool built out over the
sandstone rock face. Both are positioned to maximise the
glorious views, so guests can enjoy a lazy swim or soak in the
spa against a dreamy backdrop.Yet another thoughtful touch is a
convenient change room and shower adjacent to the pool,
which means you don’t have to walk between the pool or spa
and your room to change.Also just completed is a tennis court,
which has its own clubhouse and is flood-lit for playing at
night.

The bedrooms at Noonaweena can all be converted into
doubles or twins. Five of them have ensuites, with one
especially customised for the disabled and the other three with
a private bathroom just across the corridor.A larger suite is also
available and is perfect for occasions such as weddings, where
extra space is usually needed for the bridal party to dress and
have hair and make-up done.

Of course,pampering isn’t exclusively reserved for brides so a

areas which are
ideal for relaxing or can be set up for conferences or weddings
allowing in-house guests to be joined by around 60 or so others
for the ceremony and following celebrations.

The comfortable living room has lovely views, colourful sofas
and a large open fireplace, creating a focal point for sociable
gatherings.This is also a relaxing place to unwind with a book
or to browse through some of the many magazines which are
thoughtfully provided.You can listen to some favourite music
on the quality sound system and use the DVD player to catch
up on a film or two during your stay.

For conferences or other business meetings and events,
audiovisual equipment is either already on site or can be
specifically arranged to suit your purposes.The combination of
the quiet setting and excellent facilities make Noonaweena a
sought-after venue, whether planning a daytime conference or
one that includes accommodation. Details are available on
Noonaweena’s website, and a conference pack can be provided
if you wish to know more about the options that the property
offers.

Obviously, food and dining play an integral part in any event
or holiday, so guests are always pleased to learn that no expense
is spared to make sure everything is on hand in the full
commercial kitchen.You can choose to self-cater or, if you
wish, your stay can be fully catered. The philosophy is that,
whatever your reason for visiting, a unique aspect of the
experience offered is the fact that you can be looked after as
little or as much as you choose.While there’s always someone
on hand to help if needed, the emphasis is also on allowing you
to do your own thing without interruption.The commercial

Reprinted from Dawsons Unique Places To Stay Magazine




